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Step One

• Remove the spine of  the book with a box cutter or similar sharp instrument.

• This has already been done for the provided books.

• The spine must be removed so that the book sculpture can be created. 

Without the spine the sculpture will take on a cylindrical form and be able to 

stand on it’s own.

• The spine can be kept for books in which you want the front & back cover of  the book 

to be apart of  your piece.





Step Two: Begin Folding

• The next step is to start making your folds and see your sculpture come to 
life. 

• The sculpture we are making is called the Lantern.

• To achieve make this piece we will make two distinct types of  folds and 
create a unique shape from our book. 

• We will be folding the outermost corners into the center to form a triangle.

• We will also fold the outer edge towards the books binding to fold a rectangle.

• These folds will alternate one page to another to form our Lantern shape.





Step Three: Keep Folding

• Continue folding the pages alternating between the 

triangle and rectangle folded pages until you have folded 

every page of  the book.

• The best books are 300-1000 pages and will make 

large sculptures.







Step # 1

• Pull lower left corner 

into the book spine 

and crease fold.



Step # 2
• Take the outside 

corner of  your first 

fold and again fold it 

into the spine 

forming a skinny 

triangle.



Step # 3
• Fold the bottom 

overlapping flap 

under to form a 

triangle.



Step # 4
• Continue steps 1-3 to 

start forming your 

tree. The spine will 

naturally start to 

curve.



Step # 5
• Your book once 

pages are folded will 

be able to stand on 

it’s own. It can be 

painted or decorated 

as desired!


